ASCC Social and Behavioral Sciences Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Wednesday, Nov. 5th, 2025							      1:30PM – 3:00PM
CarmenZoom
Attendees: Brello, Dwyer, McKean, Steele, Valle, Vankeerbergen, Xiao
Agenda 
1. Approval of 10-08-2025 minutes
a. McKean, Brello; unanimously approved.

2. ASC 3600 – new course (return)
a. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the course proposer(s) include in the course calendar (syllabus pp. 12-16) the “additional scholarly readings” referenced in item 2 of the cover letter.  In the current syllabus, the Subcommittee only sees readings from the textbook, excepting week seven’s “Innovation in Sports Organizations” article.
b. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the course proposer(s) alter the description of the Leadership Profile assignment on p. 6 of the syllabus.  According to the cover letter (item 1), this has been amended to specify a “figure within sports leadership”, but that language is not present in the submitted syllabus.
c. Contingency:  The Subcommittee asks that the course proposer(s) include the correct course number in the major’s Curriculum Map (ASC 3600), as the reference to this course on the current map reads “ASC 3xxx”.
d. Recommendation: The Subcommittee notes that the course proposer(s) use(s) many different terms for describing the experiential learning components of the course (e.g. “practical experience”, “hands-on exploration”, “action-based exploration”).  However, the Subcommittee particularly liked the framing of leadership as a set of skills or as an intra/interpersonal human skill (e.g. syllabus p. 1 under “Leadership Is a Human Skill – Practice in Sports”), and they encourage the proposer(s) to consider using that language more frequently in the syllabus.
e. Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the course proposer(s) remove the Title IX statement on p. 22 of the syllabus, as this has been replaced by the statement on “Creating an Environment Free from Harassment, Discrimination, and Sexual Misconduct” that the proposer(s) has/have already included on pp. 18-19 of the syllabus.
f. Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends that the course proposer(s) include in the Religious Accommodations Statement (syllabus pp. 21-22) the links to both the Civil Rights Compliance Office and the Policy on Religious Holidays, Holy Days and Observances.  The statement, with these links embedded, is available in an easy-to-copy/paste format on the Office of Undergraduate Education’s website.
g. McKean, Brello; approved with three contingencies (in bold above) and three recommendations (in italics above).

3. Sociology 3555 – new course
a. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department provide a cover letter outlining the changes made to the proposal based on the feedback below.
b. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department provide more information in the syllabus regarding the actual logistics and mechanics of the on-site observations.  For example, will there be a class session devoted to discussing behavior, dress, decorum, etc. during the site visits/observations? How might students know when it is and is not acceptable to take pictures (per the “Scavenger Hunt” and the “photographic evidence” requirements, Appendix A)?  Will students be expected to visit alone or in groups?  Will the instructor provide locations of the various courts and the days/times that they are in session, or will students be required to seek out that information on their own?  Is transportation the responsibility of the student?  What costs might be involved for parking, transportation, etc.?
c. Contingency: The Subcommittee notes that p. 7 of the syllabus indicates that the course will be graded on an S/U basis, while the information in curriculum.osu.edu (under “Offering Information”) says that the course will be graded A-E.  The Subcommittee requests that this be consistent throughout the proposal materials. 
d. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department alter the course description in curriculum.osu.edu (under General Information) to include mention of the course’s requirements for off-campus court observations, as this is the information that students will see prior to registering for the course.  The Subcommittee offers the friendly suggestion that this information replace the final sentence of the current course description, which seems to imply a “forgone conclusion” for the course.
e. Contingency:  The Subcommittee asks that the curriculum map be corrected, as the reference to this course still reads “4555” rather than “3555”.
f. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the instructor explain more clearly in the syllabus the connection between the podcasts, the readings, and the course content.  They note that Appendix D (syllabus pp. 24-25) provides only the podcast’s “official” description; the Subcommittee asks that this be amended by or replaced with some material that helps students to understand how the podcast supports the course’s expected learning outcomes (syllabus, p. 3).  On a related note, the Subcommittee notes that there are two different Appendices marked “Appendix D”; each has different descriptions of the podcast.
g. Recommendation: The Subcommittee suggests that the department include benchmarks along the way for the observation hours (e.g. 10 hours due by the end of Week 5, 30 hours due by the end of Week 10, and 50 hours due by the end of Week 15 or similar), to help students pace their time throughout the course. 
h. Recommendation: The Subcommittee recommends removing all but one of the Mental Health statements on pp. 16-18 of the syllabus; only the statement from the campus of offering should be used, though students from multiple campuses may potentially enroll in the course.
i. McKean, Brello; approved with six contingencies (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above).

4. New Certificate in Bilingual Speech-Language Pathology
a. Comment: The Subcommittee notes that it will be important for the department to obtain and publicly share information regarding how students who are not in an existing graduate program (i.e., “stand alone” certificate students) will obtain admission to the program/the graduate school.
b. Comment: The Subcommittee offers the friendly suggestion that, in the future, the program consider seeking out elective courses that would support the study of Ohio’s indigenous languages or the languages of Ohio’s prominent immigrant communities beyond Spanish.
c. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department include in the proposal information about whether the certificate is open to graduate students in other programs.  While the Subcommittee understands that this program is aimed at those who are training to be speech pathologists (at Ohio State and other institutions) or licensed/practicing professionals in the field, they note that there may be interest from those in adjacent fields/programs.
d. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department provide a clean copy of the proposal (without the earlier comments).
e. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the department remove from the Assessment Plan (proposal, p. 6) mention of thesis research, as that cannot be used to assess the certificate program.
f. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department consider the placement of the language "Petition for Elective Course Approval – can petition to add a 5000+ course – see below” in the proposal.  Currently, this appears under the heading “Languages other than Spanish” (proposal, p. 14), but the Subcommittee assumes that this could be from any World Language or related department.  If this is the case, the notation should be placed at the beginning or the end of the Elective Chart that begins on p. 12 of the proposal.
g. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the department correct the departmental abbreviation for Educational Studies 5777 on pp. 16 and 21 of the proposal.  Currently it reads “ECUCST”; it should read “EDUCST”.
h. Contingency: The Subcommittee requests that the department alter the listing of Spanish 8390 on pp. 14 and 21 of the proposal.  They note that “Seminar in Bilingualism Acquisition Research” is not a part of the title of this course, as 8390 is a variable topics course, and does not always include the study of bilingualism.  (The official title of the course is “Seminar in Spanish Linguistics.”)  It should be clearly noted in both places that this course will only count toward the certificate with a topic focused on bilingualism.  Alternatively, the department may wish to remove it from the proposal entirely and require that students petition should they wish to utilize this course when an appropriate topic is offered.
i. Contingency: The Subcommittee asks that the department correct the course description for Spanish 7340 on p. 13 of the proposal, as the given description is actually for Spanish 7430 rather than 7340.
j. Xiao, McKean; unanimously approved with seven contingencies (in bold above).

5. Suspension of the Sociology Bachelor of Science
a. Comment: The Subcommittee notes that the suspension of the program will be effective immediately upon approval of the Committee on Academic Affairs; thus, student-facing materials (websites, etc.) should use the date of AU25.  Students currently in the program will not be affected; suspension means that the program will be withdrawn after 5 years.
b. McKean, Xiao; unanimously approved.
